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......... two Donahue
shows. 'Teenage Strippers
and Their Moms.' and
'Parents Who Allow Their
Teena~rs to Have Sex at
Home, were educational for
age 16 and under.

...... the first hour of last
April's showing of The Ten
Commandments (Channel
12) was educational for
children 16 and under.

• Word game/C-4
• Puzzles/C-7

What the law says

AdMltures OfHe-Mm, HstbcJjffand
Jobn Candy's Camp CIndy as educational
- but not The F1intstones, Ducktales or
GoaiTroop.

ChaJmeJ 19, the city's top-nted
statioo with YOl;UII viewers, only lists one
cartoOII: Captain PlalJet, the
eDviroamental cruuder. It has never
claimed G.I. Joe, BeetJejuice, Batman or
Fox cartOOllS were educatioaal•

Kreisman says the network letters
doo't meanan~ to the FCC. "They
(stationa) won t be able to defend a
pf081'llD just becau8e they have a
network letter," KreismIn says. "They'D
have to demonstnte how the program is
educational,"

• SltuadoD c:omadi_ Are sitcoms
educational? ABC says 10. Chan11e112's
files contain ABC letten statiag that
specific epi80des oi FuN House. Family
Matters. DUto.urs. The WODder Ye.rs
and others with positive-social themes
fulfill the federal obIiptioo.

NBC bas told Chumel 5 that specific
episodes 01 The Cosby Sllow. B1oIsom
and other comedies sbould be listed as CII.-III.... Oprah Winfrey
supplemental aenersl audience programs segment was educational
contributing to the fedenl requirement. ..__~ ,__ the 'studl'o audience

But CBS and Channels 9. 19 and 64 ...........-
have never claimed that sitcoms ue can direct questions to the
educational. "Their only value is fll.' authors of the book Home
entertainment," says Patrice Mobn, Remedies and Best
station manager at WXIX·TV (Channel 71 tm t '
19), wIIich airs Family Ties, Happy Days -..:.~rea~~e~n~. _--=-::--1
and~=A.Clayton,ChanneI5 Where to.write
general manager. notes that a positive
social message in Blossom. a sitcom
popular with teens, "may be seen by
many more youne viewers than cIurinI a
strictly educatioaal sbow."

• TII1Ir. ahowa: Channels 5 and 9 have
(Ple__ PAMILY, Pal_ Co2)

Despite FCC guidelines, stations have
claimed everything from sitcoms to talk
shows and cartoons as educational TV

BY JORN KIESEWETTER
The CiDcinnali EDquirer

Would you call Domhue, 0Jnh
W~y. ROIIa1IIIe and em-.sturiac
Yop Bear, He-Man and the Super Mario
Brotbers educatioaal TV?

CiDcinDati broadcaaten lave.
An Enquirerinspectioo 01 cbiklten's

JlIDIrIIDIIIiJI reports compiled by
Tristate TV statiooa shows they have
claimed such shows were edIIcstioaal­
88 msny staticm bave doae naticmride
- to the dismay 01chiIdren's TV
actiYista and tile Pederal~
Commission.
. The FCC receatly IJIIJOUIICed it pI8na

to is.- touIber ,.adeIiDes far statioas to
fulfill the mandsae-to educate and inform
vie-. ages 16 and under. 88 reqIIired
by the Chi!dreD's Television Act 01.1990.

Since the law become effectige 18
montha sao, little baa chanrled, clarps
Rep. EdwanI Markey (D-Mus.). In I
MarcIl 10 coqressionaI beariDa. be Slid
TV stations are circumventiDll the law by
cIeclarinI cartoons.and sitCOllll 88
educatioaal TV ....:. instead 01 fiDdioi
inncmtive, new prollf3lDS foe cbilllrn.

"The number 01 hours and time aIota
devoted to cbiJdren's pr<lII'IIIIIIIi do
not IJlIIUI' to have substantially c1IIIIIelI
(since the law)," says Barbara A.
Kreisman. chief of the FCC's Video._ ')

~~ has re'liewedi201\
IiceDse renewals, saysJIIIlW~
cbi1dren'spro~~
widH'junk.".

Tooa time ~

At Cincinnati·s five ccmmercisI TV
statioas, sbe'd find ever)'l/lini from
Domhue and DiDouurs to Disney's The
LittlfJ MermaidcartOOllS listed 88
educational shows ill the five quarterly
chlIdren's programming reports compiled
since the law took effect in October,
1991. The reports include:

• Cart00D8: LocaJ afliIiates of ABC.
CBS and NBC (Channels 12, 9, 5) have
claimed some cartoons meet the
educational standsr.d - because their
networks have said 10.

Statioo files contain network letten
statiDll that HatIIlJIeI'DWI. Winnie The
Pooh, Land Of The LoIt (ABCl; Back To
The Future, Fievel's American Tales,
Disney's The LittlfJ Mermaid (CBS); and
Yo Yogi!. Prostars, Super Mario Brothers
4 and Captain N: And The Gamem.ster
(NBC) qualified as educational programs.

But not all cartoons are created equal.
Networks and local stations didn't claim
the same for The Addams FairJi/y,
BeetJejuice, Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles. Goof Troop and others.

Channel 64 has listed The New

"""'1 IIIlI news repo
of 'boxer Mike Tyson being
eentencecl to 10 years for the
rape of a black beauty
pageant contestant' were
eclucatlonal to viewers 16 and
under.

...Family Matters
(PMnneI12) episode in
ihlch 'Steve (Urkel) tutOl'8
~r1 in school' was

...... The Wonder Years
(cn.nel 12) episode on
volunteering for the McGovem
campaign 'encourages
volunteerism and reminds
children that people can work
to make their voices heard in
Washington. '
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